
 

Powell Honors and Pre-AP English I 

Independent Reading Project Choices for Semester 2 

 

Due:_________________________________ 

 

(30 points) 

 

The projects below will ask you to demonstrate your understanding of the literary devices and themes we have covered 

first and second semester:  Your groups must choose one of the projects below and the project must be presented in 

front of the class.   Pool your talents and come up with a plan of attack.  All of you will be responsible for presenting 

and will have to defend and justify your choices and contributions.  

 

1) Artistic and Performance: (G) Create a product or an invention inspired by your work.  Identify 

something in the actual work that becomes symbolic in its significance or create and sell something that the 

character would probably wish he/she had.  Create the actual product and sell it in a print or commercial ad 

campaign of professional quality.  You will present your creation to the class as the inventor and/or the 

advertising agent focusing on the argument that this product is essential or would change the course of 

events.  Persuade us with the techniques of persuasion that we have covered in class. Think about the 

qualities of products and ads that work on you.  Study successful campaigns to get this right. 

 

2) Artistic and Performance (G) Create a Public Service Announcement inspired by a survival conflict from 

your work.  You should demonstrate that you understand the need for this service or this call to action in 

your particular work.  The product must be authentic and filmed.  You will present your creation to the 

class.  Watch some PSAs to get this right and follow all of the requirements in your text.  

 

 

3) Artistic and Performance Create a superhero cartoon strip for kids based on your protagonist.  You must 

include at least 3 of the following products to accompany the comic strip.  1)  t-shirt or other clothing line, 

2) toys or dolls, 3) bumper stickers, FATHEADS,  or posters,  4) food products, 5)  costume line.  Please 

look at comics and the products that accompany them for ideas.  The goal is to demonstrate that you 

understand what comprises a hero. You will have share your comic book and create a sales pitch for your 

products. 

 

4) Written:  (S) Create an authentic Fodors, Frommer’s, Culture Shock, Idiot’s Guide, or Lonely Planet- style 

travel story, chapter, or booklet of 3-5 print or web pages on a significant location from your indie. You 

may write the story from your perspective as a literary traveler or from the perspective of one of the 

characters in the work. Include places to stay, places to visit, what to eat, maps, visuals, tips, caveats, 

sensory experiences…You may be ironic of course. Please study these beloved travelers’ companions to 

get this right.  I mean follow the format of the books exactly. You will present your creation to the class. 

 

 

5)  Written:  (S) Write and type three different poems of at least 20 lines each which address a single significant 

conflict in your book: one from the perspective of the protagonist, one from the perspective of the antagonist, 

and one from the perspective of a minor character who has the ability, insight, or proximity to influence the 

conflict of the story somehow. Please capture the essence of the conflict, and your knowledge of the 

contentious relationships through these poems.  You must use and label at least 4 poetic devices in each 

poem, and you must create and submit a compare-and-contrast chart with three columns that demonstrates 

the similarities and differences in the perspectives and devices used in each.  Use the chart we have used in 

class, please. You will read these poems aloud. Watch your favorite performance poets or slammers to get 

this right. 

 

6)  Performance: (S) Perform a  3 minute TED Talk speech in the persona of the protagonist which addresses 

the claims against your protagonist’s actions in the novel, the controversies surrounding his/her actions.  Then 

defend your actions using what choices you made and why you made them.  Must not merely plot summarize.  

Use note cards so you don not read off a paper,  and study TED Talks to get this right.  You must have a 

visual accompaniment in the background.  

 

 

PLOT SUMMARY and BORROWING OTHER PEOPLE’S ANALYSES from the internet or 

other sources are never permitted.  You must submit a Work Cited page in proper MLA Format 



for projects that have used any external sources whatsoever.  Otherwise, we are guilty of 

plagiarism.  Thank you. 

 

 


